
        
            
                
            
        

    
Humans Are Everywhere

 

Greetings, Fleet Academy class 2547.  In today's lesson we will be learning about a rather peculiar, and widespread race who call themselves humans.  I can see by the expressions on your faces that you have already heard about this enigmatic, and curious species.  Yes, humans are one of those races who somehow successfully defies all proper definition or explanation.  For example, they are one of the least numerous among all the races within the Federation, consisting of just one small planet, around a yellow star, that exists in a part of our galaxy that is rarely visited.  And yet, despite this, humans have somehow made a massive and lasting impact on our galaxy as a whole and, it would seem, the entire multiverse as well.  For example, despite being a minor race, who is even smaller than the Farlenians, their terminology, and identity, have found its way into nearly everything we see, understand, and know.  For example, the term "Humanoid", or phrases such as "Being Human", are used everywhere, even though there are other greater, and more influential human like races in the galaxy, the greatest of these being the Terrinians.  In fact, humans are only a tiny speck in number compared to us.  And yet, somehow, everyone in the galaxy, from the greatest to the least, who looks anything even remotely like them, is referred to as a "Humanoid".

So why not instead call those races "Terrinianoids"?  After all, aren't Terrinians, who possess the same body type as humans, the most populous of all humanoids within the galaxy?  I would think that something like that should be the standard.  And yet, curiously, it is not.  Why is that?  Why is a tiny race such as humans so socially and etymologically dominant in our galaxy?  So far scientists, and xeno-biologiests alike, have yet to determine why that is.  You would think that it would be the other way around, with our own vast cultures heavily impacting the social norms of the humans.  Instead it is they who have deeply influenced us.  Also, real quick, for those of you who are paying attention, be sure you make note of everything I discuss today as it will be on the quiz.  Anyhow, to add to the enigma that is the human race, they've not only done much to influence our own galaxy and dimension, they have also had a great impact upon nearly the entire multiverse as well.  Yes, I can tell by your reactions that this surprises you.  Especially those of you who are like myself.  As you may not know, our race, the Terrinians, exist solely in this dimension, and no other.  But humans.  No, humans can be found all across the multiverse in nearly every single dimension out there, in one form or another, as I have already stated.  And, were they able to live in the few dimensions where they don't presently exist, I'm sure they would. 

That being said, there is evidence that they may have, at one time, existed there as well, but were somehow either destroyed by a natural disaster in their respective realms, or fell to their own greed, foolishness, or other self inflicted extermination.  This is something that humans are very good at.  This is another unexplainable peculiarity of their species.  Unlike most other races within the galaxy, and the multiverse as a whole, they seem content with being self genocidal at times, should it suit their needs.  They even have a peculiar behavior, one they call "The Samson Option", which is sometimes employed by them to defeat a superior enemy by mutually exterminating both parties.  Apparently humans believe that, if they have no other hope of winning, then, by the nine nebulae, they will gleefully take their enemy with them to a mutual grave.  That's why even the Glacor, who we all love to hate, are terrified of humans.  In fact, the reputation of the humans is so infamous that we, the Federation, have used this to our advantage many times against the Glacor, and other similarly militant, and blood thirsty races, convincing them to restrain themselves, lest we unleash a human upon them who will wipe their entire race from existence. 

And, while humans are clearly not that powerful, their fearful reputation makes them a great and useful bargaining tool when dealing with the Glacor, and other similar races.  Now, getting back to what I was previously saying, the humans are a very prolific race, spanning most of the multiverse in one form or another.  In fact, their expansive presence makes them almost as prolific as Garmagigkak bugs, although less gross.  Something that is even more interesting about them is that, despite our best efforts, we have been unable to find evidence of a multi-dimensional seeding of their race by a singular entity.  From all that we have been able to learn, every single family of humans, across the entire multiverse, appear to have arisen naturally in the dimensions in which they exist.  There is also no evidence that any of the many known species that regularly travel the multiverse had any hand in this.  This is further reinforced through the strange, and unexplainable diversity in their respective technologies.  In fact, most of them lack the ability to leave their home planet, or their respective solar systems, and spread out across their local galaxies. 

And that's not to say that humans are stupid.  Well, I mean, some of them certainly are.  But it is not something that is endemic of their race.  After all, stupidity is present in every species.  So much so, in fact, that we could easily use the same argument to describe every one of our own species as well.  I mean, how many of you have heard of the Tarlinian who was recently caught doing something massively stupid?  A show of hands?  Yes, I see you've all read the latest news web article about that.  So stupidity is clearly not something that is unique to any one race.  Humans, like nearly all others, are also widely noted for having, and expressing, great feats of genius.  So, as I was saying, stupidity does exist in their race, but is not endemic, the same as is true of nearly every other race in the multiverse.  However, despite this incredible genius, their race can also be quite ignorant, and self destructive at times, which is likely the greatest reason for why they haven't evolved any faster technologically than they have.  Some of that, I think, is just a human's natural desire for comfort, and familiarity.  Those of you who are Terrinian, like myself, know that we are not a species, nor a race, who is so convinced of our own superiority that we can't allow ourselves to be challenged to seek out that which benefits us, and improves our lives.

And it's not that we don't like comfort and familiarity.  It's just that we don't let it rule over us.  Humans, on the other hand, do allow such things, unfortunately.  But that's not actually a bad thing either.  Take for example our war with the Lith.  They rolled over the Federation for the first two years of the war like we were a limp Sithian noodle.  In turn, every space faring world, that stood in their path, was annihilated.  Everyone, that is, except the humans.  Apparently the fact that they weren't space faring at the time, and thus no threat to the Lith, was the only thing that saved them from total extermination.  The same has been true of humans in a number of other dimensions as well.  In universe 84, the humans, who live there, avoided being conquered by the Isabilati only because they were too primitive at the time to be seen as a worthwhile acquisition.  So they, and their world, were spared.  This, in turn, benefited the humans later on when the Isabilati were defeated by their galaxy's version of the Federation, known locally as "The Keepers of Weird Species".  Don't laugh.  We once talked with their leaders about that, and they said that they're very proud of that name. 

But I digress.  In short, humans are everywhere.  Or, nearly so it seems.  At least enough to make a noticeable impact on the entire multiverse.  This now brings me to another group of humans, in universe 26, who I think you will find interesting.  What sets them apart from their fellow humanoids across the multiverse is that they are the only species in their dimension.  Literally, there is nobody else there except them, and their singular home planet.  Hmm, yes, in the back?  Is their dimension small?  To answer your question, it is surprisingly no bigger, nor smaller, than our own.  It's just very, very empty.  That's what surprised us so much when the Federation first stumbled onto them.  As many of you already know, we first gained the ability to travel to other dimensions just over a millennia ago.  Since then we have done extensive exploration and mapping of other dimensions, and the multiverse as a whole since then.  But you'll learn more about that in next week's lecture as we will have a guest speaker here who hails from the Federation Sciences Division, and will speak on the multiverse and its importance to you.  As Federation fleet officers, you will all be required to know everything you can about it, how it works, who is out there, and much more.  This is important because you will, from time to time, have encounters with it, and its inhabitants, either planned, or unplanned.  Thus, knowing all you can about it will be important to your future roles as fleet officers, as it will be paramount in ensuring the safety of our universe. 

Yes, question?  Why is this important?  That's actually been asked by a lot of other future officers like yourselves many times before.  But, again, that will be covered in great detail in next week's lecture.  For the moment I will simply say that this is an important topic for you to know, and to understand, because we're not the only ones who possess the ability to step between dimensions, nor the first to do so.  There are many other races and organizations, from other dimensions are far older than our own, that have been doing this for quite a while.  So, as experience has taught us, being up to speed on things like this could be the difference between life and death for each and every one of you.  But, anyhow, back to the topic at hand.  Namely, the humans of dimension 26.  And, before you ask why it has that designation, it's simply because it was the 26th dimension that we discovered when we began exploring the multiverse.  Anyhow, when we first entered their dimension nearly a millennia ago we were shocked to discover the previously mentioned lack of life that was a hallmark of their universe.  The fact that we even noticed them is nothing short of a miracle.  It was around the time, when we were completing our surveys of their universe, that we found them. 

The humans we discovered there live on a single planet, in a nine planet system, surrounding a yellow dwarf star that is only capable of providing life to just one of their nine worlds.  The others are all either too hot, or too cold for the humans there to live on.  Although, that being said, to their credit, they are actively trying to find ways to survive on their other worlds, if such things are even possible, given their incredibly primitive technology.  But, the fact that they're at least trying is a good sign.  As for their homeworld, it is the third planet from their sun, and is locally known as "Earth".  The funny thing about this is, in some of their languages, that name literally translates to the very soil on which they live.  Yes?  Third row from the back.  What's your question?  Do they have a common language?  At this time, no.  However, they do have several dominant languages on their world, which are used by a large percentage of the population there, to communicate between one another.  This is important as their species is divided up into different, and sometimes clashing ideologies and belief systems.  In fact, in some cases, these divisions exist even within their languages such that the meaning of words often change from city to city, and state to state, which can lead to some rather difficult, and often troublesome misunderstandings.  Another important thing to note about the D26 humans is that, unlike our own, they have a great propensity for war.  As a point of comparison, our humans are generally docile in nature, and peace loving, whereas they are not. 

In fact, the D26 humans possess a strange bloodlust that, while not a common behavior across the entire planet, is still very prevalent among some of their cultures.  But this is where things get really interesting.  One of our past admirals, the great and renound Joborandia, once commented that, and I quote, "The humans of D26 are, in many ways, a near perfect microcosm of our own galaxy."  Sure, there's some obvious differences between them and us.  However, at the same time, they also mirror many of our own peculiarities as well.  This is, again, one of the amazing things about humans.  Despite being an entirely separate race of their own, they still somehow instinctively mimic the natural traits of many of the races that exist in our galaxy, as well as the multiverse as a whole.  So, for lack of a better term, they are a microscopic mirror of ourselves.  Yes?  Question in the back.  Are these humans a threat to us?  Oh, hardly.  It's certainly a fact that they have the power to annihilate themselves through the use of nuclear, and biological weapons.  But, in comparison to us, they are woefully primitive, and heavily tribal to the point that they present no threat to us in any way.  And in terms of technology, they are, at the very least, four millennia or more removed from ourselves.  We expect them to eventually, at some point, step out into the wider multiverse. 

But, they will first need to unify themselves together before that will ever happen.  Since there are no other species within their dimension that can act as a trigger for this type of event, it is unlikely that they will ever achieve true unification.  And I think that's a shame, to be honest.  We, the Terrinians, found our unity through the Taxel Farlog, who attacked our ancestors many millennia ago, and drove them to unification.  And, for those of you who hail from other species, you each have your own unique unification stories that you could share with us.  But I will leave that for you to discuss amongst yourselves during your break.   

Anyhow, continuing on, the D26 humans are not the only intriguing ones to be found in the multiverse.  In Dimension 42 we discovered a planet of humans, led by a man named "Rogers", who flew around the stars in ships called "Sky Hawks", and jumped between worlds using something they call a "Probability Drive".  It is a strange technology to us, and one that is very inaccurate, as you can literally land anywhere in the galaxy, at random, no matter what coordinates you enter into the navigational computer.  We're not entirely certain why they would even consider using something like this.  But, they seem content with it, claiming that it makes exploring the galaxy more interesting for them.  Myself, I would prefer to know where I will land rather than leaving such things to chance.  Anyhow, moving on.  Another thing you may want to research in your free time is human similarities.  No matter the dimension, and no matter the world, all humans seem to share many, many unique and common traits.  One of these is a rather strange form of humor called "Slapstick".  It involves the humiliation of either one person, or a group, through the use of silly, and often juvenile means to elicit laughter from the viewer. 

Another commonality between all humans that we have found thus far is their insatiable appetite for sex.  We've even discovered that a small number of their own are known to do this for entertainment purposes, which is, to say the least, quite shocking.  But, where they lack greatly in biological and sexual restraint, they more than make up for in their culinary exploits.  For those of you who are unaware, humans don't just eat to survive.  They also eat for the sheer pleasure of it.  Most of this is done through a process called "cooking".  For those of you among our class who prefer to eat your food raw, bloody, and freshly killed, cooking involves both the enhancing, and purification of food.  This is done through a number of different means, such as heating, seething, curing, salting, roasting, flavoring with spices and herbs, as well as the blending of multiple different food types, such as vegetables with meats, and fruits with sweets or sugars that produces a final product which is the sum of the whole, and a creation that is both mouth watering, and soul enhancing at the same time.

If any of you find yourselves interested in learning more about this, I would strongly suggest joining one of the food lectures that are offered daily in the alien cultures building.  They each involve various dishes, and other forms of food, that are enjoyed by a multitude of races from across the galaxy.  The human lecturer, who teaches there, usually holds his classes in room 803, in the east wing of the complex, every Tuesday.  Some things, such as dishes and treats made with a strange substance called chocolate, are best avoided by some of you who are in this room.  So be sure to consult with the instructors there to find out what foods are dangerous for you to eat, and which of them you may safely consume with no fear of either falling ill, or worse yet, dying.  I only know of the latter as such things did occur for a brief time shortly after such presentations were first offered.  Since then we have learned, and with great confidence even, exactly which foods are deadly to each respective race, and why.  Thus, being well forearmed with this knowledge will allow each of you to stay safe while partaking in the many offerings that are available to you there each week.

Another interesting thing to know about humans is how similar they are to us in regards to fashion.  Not in tastes, mind you, but rather in the fact that, while some styles appear common across their entire race, most are not.  Humans have an incredible desire to be unique from those around them as much as is possible.  This differentiation, however, is less apparent in the males of their species, as they tend to dress, aside from obvious uniforms, or specialized coverings required for their respective occupational environments, in very similar, and widely accepted styles.  They also tend to dress very plainly, with a strong emphasis on the use of dark, subdued, or otherwise dull colorings that are plain and comely in appearance.  Some of them even wear tunics emblazoned with colorful lettering or logos of favorite organizations.  Some of their shirts even have pictures on them, that contain words, which they colloquially refer to as "Memes".  The females of their species, however, appear to do exactly the opposite, choosing instead to wear outfits that are very unique, and clearly distinguish them, one from the other, in very obvious, and sometimes flashy ways.  Human females are also very protective of their uniqueness, with some even "going home to change" should they encounter another female arriving to an event or social gathering dressed in a similar, or identical outfit.

It is not entirely known the reasons for why they do this, or why the females choose to be the more ornate and colorfully dressed, while the males are typically the more subdued and plain.  In nature it is typically the males who are the more colorful and extravagantly appareled, and the females being the more comely in appearance.  With humans it is the opposite.  But, that being said, this is not a trait restricted solely to them, as there are many other races within our galaxy who dress themselves similarly, with the female being the more extravagantly appareled, and the male the more comely.  But I digress, as my chief point of this lecture is for you to understand who humans are.  We can all learn a lot from this small, yet powerfully influential species of bipedal "humanoid" lifeforms as they've already had, and will continue to have, a long and lasting impact on our universe.  And, with that, I conclude my lecture.  We will now take a twenty minute break, after which you will each be given a quick quiz on what I have discussed here today to see how well you listened and retained everything that was discussed.  Also, if you have any questions, please feel free to ask.  Otherwise, I wish you the best on your quiz.  Once that is completed, I will begin part two of my lecture, in which we will discuss some of the unique, and interesting cultural elements of humanity, including rock bands, social norms, and a strange, dark beverage they call "Cappuccino", of which our scientists have yet to determine its useful purpose. 

 

The End
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